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(please sign and return this page)

The purpose of the student handbook is to inforodestts and parents of the rules and
obligations of being a student at Merrol Hyde MagBehool. Please read the following
handbook very carefully. Students are expectabide by the accepted rules contained herein.

| understand and will abide by the rules and olilige in the handbook. | further understand
that any violation of the rules will be considemgabunds for dismissal. Should | commit any
violation, school disciplinary action will be takeither by the teacher or by the principal.

Student Name (please print)
Student Signature/Date

As the parent or guardian of this student, | haagrthe handbook. | understand that if my child
violates any of the rules school disciplinary actwwill be taken either by the teacher or by the
principal and a continued violation of rules wi# bonsidered grounds for dismissal.

Parent/Guardian Name (please print)
Parent/Guardian Signature/Date
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MANDATUS Ab vigryTeM
sCommitteq ¢, Excellence”

Our Mission

Merrol Hyde Magnet School is committed to working n
partnership with the students, parents and the commnity to
provide broad, comprehensive opportunities with a
challenging, quality academic curriculum while further
individualizing to allow students and teachers to ealize their
highest potential and to nurture a lifelong love fo learning.

Merrol Hyde Magnet School
128 Township Drive
Hendersonville, TN 37075
(615) 264-6543

Brad K. Schreiner, Principal

Betsy Hunter, Assistant Principal
http://www.sumnerschools.org/mhm




Welcome to Merrol Hyde Magnet School

Merrol Hyde Magnet is a choice school where chitldran grow from kindergarten until they
are ready for college. Our objective is to teashoentrated academic skills while helping
students develop responsible behavior and effed@etsion making skills.

As a parent, you are a member of the team reqtarethke your child’s school experience a
success. Parents are invited to help as schoahtesrs, join the PTO, the ABC, or IMBA,
accompany classes on field trips, serve as grgaegentatives, or to help with events at
MHMS. Your help at home, providing a quiet placenork, listening to your child tell about
the school day, and providing the stable homeytifer child needs, goes a long way toward
ensuring success at school.

We look forward to a close relationship with yowamour child. Please familiarize yourself
with this handbook, as it is intended to help yetitg know the school and how it works.
Communicate with your child’s teachers if you hawy questions regarding school procedures
or your child’s progress. If we can help you ity avay, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Brad Schreiner, Principal
Merrol Hyde Magnet



REGISTRATION

Children enrolling in kindergarten must be five {&ars of age by September 30.

An official State of Tennessee Immunization forgn&d by a health care provider (doctor or
Health Dept.) must be given to the school pricattending. Children who do not have the
official state form will not be permitted to atteachool. Those children moving to Tennessee
from another state must present the TN green fafore attending.

A physical examination is required of all childratending public school for the first time. The
physical examination section of the official Statélennessee Immunization form must be
signed by a health care provider (doctor or Hedkpt.) and given to the school prior to
attending.

The Sumner County Board of Education requires @fieer copy of the birth certificate at the
time of registration in a public school. We reguinat this have a state identification number at
the top. A school copy will be made for the ctsilcecord.

A copy of the child’s social security card will beade at the time of registration. Original
documents will be returned to the parent or guardia

SCHOOL HOURS
8:00 A.M. — 3:05 P.M. (£12") 8:00A.M.-1:45 P.M. (Kindergarten)

BEFORE SCHOOL
1. No child should arrive at school before 7:00 A.M

2. Doors open and student supervision begins atA:Bl.

3. Students should not arrive at the classroomrbédfe teacher. Wait in your
designated area or hallway if your teach@oisin the room when you enter.

4, Do not park or leave unattended vehicles irdtiop-off lane.

AFTER SCHOOL

1. Students will be dismissed at 3:05 P.M. and Krgdrten at 1:45 P.M.

2. All students must be picked up by 3:20 unlesti@pating in an after school sport or
activity or enrolled in Unity. Com.

3. Please remain in your vehicle. Do not get dyoor car and walk up to the car rider
group. Please stay in line and the students witi€ to you.

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

Special education services are available in albstshin Sumner County, including Union Year-
Round School and Merrol Hyde Magnet School, fofdteh meeting the enrollment criteria.
The Sumner County School System does not discrimimgainst students with disabilities. An
IEP Team at the school will meet on an individuadib to determine what services a student
needs.




VISITORS

Parents and visitors are welcome to visit the schbany time. The Sumner County Board of
Education policy on visitors to a school statedl ¥Asitors will report to the school office when
entering and receive authorization and a visitbadge for your visit elsewhere in the building.”

GENERAL RULES
The following school rules are in effect for théetg of students. Our goal is for students to
receive the maximum benefits from each school ddyese rules apply to all students:

1. Every student in school will follow the instruct®of all teachers and assistants at all times
and in all places.

2. All adult school staff members will be addressedlas Mrs., Ms., or Miss.

3. Students should not bring any items that are dangeor appear dangerous. (This includes
knives or any other weapon.)

4. There will be no fighting of any nature at school.

5. Students may not trade, sell, or purchase itenms &ther students at school. (The school

will not be held responsible if this rule is broKen

No student will leave school without proper offideeck out.

There will be no loitering or playing in the resiros, parking lots, or school grounds. All

students must be out of the building by 3:20 uniester the direct supervision of a teacher.

8. Students should not bring toys or electronic devioeschool. This includes but is not
limited to ipods, MP3 players, CD players, musigides, handheld text devices, lasers, and
video games.

9. Students are prohibited from using or having catlphones on their person during the
school day. Refer to Sumner County Board Policy @Rch states that cell phones may be
placed in vehicles or other secure locations asrgehed by the principal for use before or
after school.

10. There will designated parking for student drivens®the registration for parking has been
completed.

No

CODE OF BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE
Please refer to Sumner County Board policy JC.

TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED 49-1309

Any principal or principal-teacher of any publidwsol in this state is authorized to suspend a
pupil from attendance at such school, includingensored activities, or from riding a school
bus, for good and sufficient reasons. Good anficgrit reasons for such suspension may
include, but shall not be limited to:

1. Willful and persistent violation of the rules oktlschool or truancy;

2. Immoral or disreputable conduct or vulgar or preféanguage;

3. Violence or threatened violence against any pess@mny personnel attending or assigned to
any public school;

4. Willful or malicious damage to real or personalgedy of any person attending or assigned
to said school,



5. Inciting, advising, or counseling of others to egga any of the acts, herein before
enumerated,

Marking, defacing, or destroying school property;

Possession of a pistol, gun, or firearm on schomperty;

Possession of a knife, etc., on school property.

Assaulting a principal or teacher with vulgar, odose, or threatening language;

10 Unlawful use or possession of barbital or illegalgs;

11. Any other conduct prejudicial to good order or g$ne in any public school.

© 00N

GYM AND PLAYGROUND RULES

1. A student must wear tennis/gym shoes on hifRhgsical Education class day.

2. If you have an illness/injury and cannot papate in P. E. class, please send a note signed by
a parent or doctor (One parent note per six weeks).

3. All playground equipment should be used asudel. The classroom teacher will determine
this. Any child who may not play on the equipmfamtany reason must have a note from the
parent.

4. Gym shirts for graded"s" are covered by the school fees paid by each studeE.

uniforms for high school students are purchasedwthe student takes the class.

5. P.E. lockers are available for storing clsthad valuables when a student is in P.E. Each
student may supply his/her own lock. The schoabisresponsible for lost or stolen articles
kept in an unlocked locker.

LUNCHROOM BEHAVIOR

1. Proper behavior and manners are to be exeratsattimes in the lunchroom.
2. Students must follow the directions of the hmoom duty monitors.

3. Students may not bring sodas in lunches fromeho

Please do not bring “fast food"from restaurants to the school cafeteria. If yositvto eat with
your child (and we do encourage this), please @sela school lunch or bring a sack lunch from
home.

We can only charge lunches for two consecutive .ddyss is a county policy. Please send
money in promptly.Free and reduced lunch forms are available irstheol office. The school
encourages students to pay for their meals by tekwr by the month. Send your money in on
Monday of each week to the cafeteria manager.sBlpat money in an envelope with student’s
name, amount enclosed, and purpose of the monexke hecks payable to MHMS Cafeteria.
To check your cafeteria account balance or if yavehany questions about the cafeteria please
call the cafeteria at 264-6547.

WEAPONS & DANGEROUS INSTRUMENTS
Please refer to Sumner County Board policy JCBF.




STUDENT TELEPHONE USE

Students will not be called to the phone unlessig an emergency. Students may not use the
office telephone unless it is an emergency. Caliirhome for forgotten homework or to ask
permission for a friend to come over is not an emeency.

DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT & RETALIATION

It is the Sumner County School Board policy thasaldents and employees shall not be
subjected to unlawful discrimination, harassmentetaliation. It is committed to safeguarding
the right of all students and employees withingbleool system, on school campuses, at school
events, and on school buses to learn and work engimonment that is free from all forms of
discrimination, sexual harassment and harassment.

Please refer to Sumner County Board policy CD.

STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS

Our school adheres to a “HANDS OFF” policy for sgatlrelationships. When the policy is
violated; the parents will be contacted and they bwrequested to come to school for a
conference concerning the problem. Have respegtiarself and your fellow students.
Penalties will include: first offense — warningeead offense — a write up and parent
notification, third offense — a write up, refertaladministration and parent notification.

CARE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY

School property is for the benefit of studentshiqmtesent and future. Proper care of school
property simply means a better education for yali@hers. Both students and parents are
legally responsible for the abuse of school propeRarents will be asked to pay for damage to
school property.

TEXTBOOKS
Textbooks are issued by the school for the timelege Any textbook or library book abused,
damaged, or lost, must be paid for by the studentiom it was issued.

LOCKERS

All students in grades six through twelve will lssued a locker. It is the student’s responsibility
to provide a lock if the student wishes to lock fineker. All lockers are subject to search. No
bumper stickers or adhesives may be stuck to Isckeood, liquids, and perfume may not be
stored in lockers. The outside of all lockers nrestain free of decoration. Lockers must be
cleaned out by the last day of school. Students le&wve trash or items in their locker may lose
the right to have a locker the following year.

STUDENT ATTENDANCE K-12
For complete information refer to Sumner County iBlaaf Education JBK-12

For absences of a full or part day to be considereeixcused a written note from the parent,
guardian or doctor must be provided. After an andation of five days excused absences, the
parent/guardian must file more formal documentatutth the principal to assure classification



as an excused absence. For illness or hospitaliztitat exceeds ten (10) consecutive says
homebound instruction should be applied for bygheent/guardian after the first five (5) days.
Unexcused absenceme absences which are not verified or which damext valid reasons for
absence. All out of school suspensions are unexicus

Every parent/guardian or other person residingiwithie State of Tennessee and having control
or charge of any child or children between the @fggx (6) and seventeen (17) years, both
inclusive, shall cause such child or children terad public or non public school, and in event of
failure to so shall be subject to penalties .

TARDINESS AND MAKE UP WORK

Students may enter their classrooms at 7:45 A.Nas$@s begin at 8:00 A.M.

Students arriving after 8:00 must get a tardy islifhe office. Since it is very disruptive when
students come into class late, we ask that fanmsk¢€locks so there is plenty of time for a
student to be prepared for class. Any K-12 stuttattaccumulates 5 unexcused tardies to
school will receive a detention. Middle and highaol students who are tardy 3 times to the
same class will serve a detention. A studentabatimulates 3 unexcused tardies to class will
result in an absence for that class.

If a student has been abs8rdr more consecutive daysa parent may call the school to request
the student’s make up work.

EARLY DISMISSAL

If a student needs to leave school early dueriesk or for a doctor’s appointment, a parent or
other designated adult must come to the officago the child out._Students will not be called
out of class until a parent or other designatedtaslhere to pick them upYou may NOT call
ahead to have them waiting. We do not dismiss stsd#irectly from the classroom. Any person
taking your child from school must be listed on yohild’s registration card.

Athletes must be present for half of the school @asee hours and sixteen minutes) in order to
participate in an athletic competition that day

In the event that school closes early during ti®estday, we will send your student home the
way he or she usually gets home.

If it becomes necessary to postpone school duadoMeather, or any other reason, the
announcement will come from the Director of Schools

The announcement will be made over the radio and kevision (often before we know it).

DO NOT CALL the teachers or principal to confirm this announcement.

LIBRARY

The Merrol Hyde Magnet School Library supportsltifeg learning by promoting reading and
literature appreciation, teaching information ktey skills, providing access to a wide variety of
intellectual resources, and fostering critical kg and independent learning. The library’s
goal is to provide a comfortable, friendly atmogghi@ which students can conduct research,
study, and read for both academic learning andopatenrichment.



The library accepts donations of books provided tre appropriate for student use and are in
good condition. The librarian retains the rightitwept or reject any donation based on the
needs of the library. Monetary donations for botwkbe purchased in honor of someone or in
memoriam are also accepted and a bookplate wplded in the front of each book naming the
honoree. Fines are ten cents per book per dayhand is also a ten cent per page charge for
printing from library computers. Reference bookasyrhe checked out overnight by special
arrangement.

Grades K-5
Students will have a weekly scheduled check-ou¢ tamd may utilize the library through out the
school day. Students may check out books, stedyl, use the computers, or do research while
in the library. Students are responsible for fiaed payment for lost or damaged books. Fines
are ten cents per book per day. There is alsp eart per page charge for printing from library
computers. Some reference books may be checkeaveutight by special arrangement.

Grades 6-12
The library is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.mlyainless announced otherwise. Students may
do research, read, use the computers, and cheddooks. There is no limit to how many books
may be borrowed, but students are responsiblarfes fand payment for lost or damaged books.

BIRTHDAYS

Parents may send flowers or balloons on a studbmttsday. They will be held in the office
until the end of the school day. Deliveries wibtie made to the classrooms in the middle of
the day.

CRISIS PLAN
Merrol Hyde Magnet School has a crisis plan onifilehe office and in every classroom in the
case of an emergency.

REPORT CARDS/PROGRESS REPORTS

Report cards are issued at the end of each nink grading period. This report indicates all
academic grades and other pertinent informatidaage sign your child’s report card and send it
back to school the next day.

A =9310 100 E = Excellent

B=85t092 S = Satisfactory
C=751t084 N= Needs Improvement
D=70to 74 | = Improving

F= 0to69 PT= Practice and TNe=ded

All teachers will send home 4 %2 week progressntspdsome may send home daily reports.
Your child’s teacher will give you that informati@ the beginning of the school year.
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DISCLAIMER

All MHMS 8™ graders will take Algebra | and the first yeamdforeign Language. By Sumner
County Board policy both of these courses will doimvard graduation requirements but will
not be a part of the student’s final GPA used teheine rank in class. Sumner County’s final
rank in class is determined by the student’s toprégits taken in grades 9-12.

FORGOTTEN ITEMS
The office will not deliver P.E. uniforms, homework signed papers or band instruments to
students in grades 6-12.

PARENT CONFERENCES

Sumner County provides a day for parent confereimc@stober. Teachers sometimes call for
extra conferences. If you would like to set upadditional conference, teachers would be happy
to do so. Be sure to send a note, e-mail, ortlsalschool office to arrange an appointment.
Please do not drop by “FOR A FEW MINUTES BEFORE,RING, OR AFTER THE

SCHOOL DAY”. Teacher’s room duties will begin@aé5 A.M. and his/her instructional time
is very important. If you have a problem that reeedmediate attention, get in touch with the
office. The secretary or the principal can give yotime that the teacher will be available to
return your call. Always stop by the office firstcareceive your visitor’'s badge before visiting
the classroom. If parents have concerns or questibey should be addressed directly to the
teachers or administration. Anonymous emails, aalletters will not be addressed or receive a
response.

HEALTH

If a student is injured outside or in the classrpemergency first aid will be administered. We
are not to remove splinters or treat infectionse $broats, and stomachaches. We cannot
remove ticks. Superficial wounds will be washethveoap and water and covered with Band-
Aids when necessary.

INSURANCE DISCLAIMER

Parents, please be advised that neither the SuGmerty Board of Education nor Merrol Hyde
Magnet School provides accidental insurance coeefagyour student. It is highly
recommended that parents purchase the low costrgtutsurance available through the school.

MEDICATION

According to board policy, ALlprescription and non-prescription medication Wwélkept in the
office for dispensing purposes. Non-prescripticgdiation will_notbe given to a child unless
the parent fills out the form for non-prescriptimedications and provides the medicine in
original container. Prescription medication thatsibe taken at school can only be given after
the parent fills out and signs the prescriptiomf@nd physician’s signature is obtained. The
container must have a pharmacy label. If a clsilsbireceive a morning dose of medication, you
must give that dose before school. Please doaillotocask us to give your child his/her morning
medicine. The school will n@dminister antibiotics that are to be given 3 sraeday. These are
to be given before school, after school, and atifmed
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LICE

Since the issue of head lice surfaces occasiona#iyask that parents routinely check your childadh especially if
you see the child scratching frequently. Sumnar@phas a “NO NIT” policy. If you or the schocdt@grmines
that your child has lice, your child must have #tem notification from a doctor or health care fessional that the
child is “NIT FREE” before the child may return$chool.

MONEY

K-5 students should not carry money to school exceptiyomeals, pay required fees, or buy
workbooks. Money should be sent to school in arelpe with the child’s name, teacher’s
name, and purpose of the money written on the epeel Money should be given to the teacher
or turned in to the school office as soon as ptessibHE SCHOOL WILL NOT BE HELD
RESPONSIBLE FOR MONEY LOST OR STOLEN ON SCHOOL PHEBAY.

LOST AND FOUND

All lost and found items are to be turned in oiiroked through the school office. For the prompt
return of misplaced items, we ask that you put yahiid’s name on textbooks, folders, books,
bags, jackets, lunch boxes, and any correspondence.

PARTIES

School parties will be determined at the beginm@hthe school year. The classroom teachers
will provide parents with this information.

Students who invite classmates to home partiesmogpass out invitations at school unless
ALL classmates are invited. Invitations that dd imalude all class members must be mailed.

FIELD TRIPS

When field trips are taken, parents may be askedtémd to help chaperone students. If
students ride the bus tbe field trip destination, they must ride the baskto the school.

Poor student behavior and poor grades (D or F) magrohibit a student from participating
in a field trip. Poor, disruptive, or destructive behavior (to be determined by the teacher)
during a trip may result in parents being called tocome get the student from the trip.
Inappropriate behavior on a trip may also result inconsequences of not attending the next

trip.

FIRE ALARMS

Fire alarms are placed in the school building fiar $afety of students and are not under any
circumstances to be falsely pulled. Any studenityaf pulling any fire alarm will be
automatically suspended from school and reportedddstate Fire Marshall’'s Office.

LEAVING THE BUILDING

At no time should a student be outside the buildiwthout permission. A student should only
be in the parking lot if he/she has been dismigsed school. Students will not be allowed to
retrieve books, supplies, etc. from their vehiclasng school hours, unless they have written
permission from a teacher or the office.

PERFECT ATTENDANCE
Perfect attendance certificates and recognitioniredhat a student be present every day of the
school year.
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HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION EXEMPTION POLICY
Examinations will be given in each class at the einelich term. Exams will count 10% of the
term average. Only students who meet the exemptitaria will be exempt from final exams.

To become exempt, students must have an A averabgeaamore tha@ absence®r a B
average ando absences All students with a C, D, or F average will takeams. No student
who has been suspended from school (OSS) or haarhiadschool suspension (ISS) will be
eligible for exemption. All students will take thequired Gateway exams and no one will be
exempt from the English exam.

DRIVER LICENSE CERTIFICATION PROCEDURES

Driver license and /or instructor permits for theemation of a motor vehicle for any person
under the age of eighteen will be denied unlesstingent has written certification from school
officials. The certification may be obtained frohe attendance office during normal school
hours by students who meet the compulsory schtea@ance policy and meet academic
guidelines. The certification must be shown toBepartment of Safety Examiner before a
student can take the driver exam. A certificatevitidrawal will be sent to the Department of
safety whenever a student has excessive unexcbhsed@s STUDENTS NEEDING

DRIVER LICENSE FORM SIGNED MUST REQUEST FORM 3 DAYS PRIOR TO

DATE NEEDED. If a student needs this form during he summer months, it must be
requested by the last day of school.

ALCOHOL AND DRUG USE BY THE STUDENTS
Please refer to Sumner County Board policy JCBD.

STUDENT USE OF TOBACCO

Sumner County Board policy JCBC.

Student shall not use or possess tobacco produatsyiform while on school property,

attending or participating in a school-sponsoreghéwvhile on school buses to and from school,
or on school buses to and from school-sponsoredtgve

On the first offense a student shall automatically be given a threesidspension from school.
On the second offensehe student shall automatically be given a fieg-duspension from school.
On the third offense the student shall be requiredappear before the Disciplinary Hearing
Authority.

ADDITIONAL RULES DISCLAIMER

The items outlined in this handbook represent mab#ite important rules and regulations that
help govern Merrol Hyde Magnet School. These ralas$ regulations will be reviewed and
revised on a periodic basis. Other problems otar&hot covered in this handbook will be
handled in a manner that the administration andlfiadeem appropriate or necessary.
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THE PTO — WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR CHILD

The PTO offers you the opportunity to work moresely with your child’s teachers, principal
and school officials in order to provide the bes$gble education for your child as an
individual.

Through the PTO, you will be able to voice youragd@nd opinions concerning our local school
system. We welcome suggestions for improvementsiirchildren’s education. With your
involvement, the PTO can help make our school @nogstronger.

Our organization holds scheduled meetings througth@uschool year. Your involvement is an
important factor in the strength of the PTO. Causmatly, the PTO is taking this opportunity to
invite you to join us.

The new officers for the 2008-2009 school year are:

Presidents David Lapointe and Kelley Graham
Vice Presidents
Grades K-5 Leslie Heinrich
Grades 6-12 Dana Hargis
Secretary Michele Coomer
Treasurer Paula Cowden
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